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“The author needs to focus on
making his English more readable.
His ideas may be worth publishing
but until he can communicate in
an understandable and systematic
format, his ideas are not publish-
able.” - 2nd reviewer’'s comments -
IEEE Transactions on Multimedia

“Please work on the English. It
shouldn’t be the reviewer's job to
rewrite your paper in understand-
able English. We are busy people.
In its current form the paper is
unsuitable for this journal.” - 1st
reviewer's comments - Communi-
cations of the ACM
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“Also, grammar, syntax and
style all need improvement.
The author writes like a non-
native. | hope that he can im-
prove his English to the level
where his ideas can be appre-
ciated.” - 2nd reviewer's com-
ments - Applied Physics Let-
ters.
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B Inadequate references

B Poor quality supporting
figures

¥ Qutside the scope of journal

B Not enough contribution to
field

® Authors did not follow
manuscripts instructions

W Poorwriting style and use of
English

= Tite not representative of
studly

= Subject of little novel interest
or not generally applicable

Reasons for major rejection or revision of Taiwanese research articles

Sample taken from 175 reviewers’ and editors’ comments in the Elec-
trical and Mechanical Engineering field from 2004-2007. Individual

author’s errors will differ.

Consider

A better alternative would be:
Evaluate or Assess

Check

A better alternative would be:
Verify or Confirm

Different

A better alternative would be:

Distinct, Varying, Various, Varied

Little, Few

A better alternative would be:
Seldom, Slightly

Problem

A better alternative would be:

Limitation, Restriction, Drawback,
Obstacle, Shortcoming

Needs
A better alternative would be:

Requires or Stipulates
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“I think that the author knows his sub-
ject better than | do. | usually use his
references to find a suitable reviewer -

Associate Editor, Journal of Retailing
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Examples of offensive citation:

"The deficiency of Smith's approach

iS "

"The problems with Smith’s paper

are..."

“A serious weakness with Smith’s argu-

ment, however, is that ......

“The key problem with Smith’s explana-

tion is that ......

“It seems that Smith’s understanding

of the X framework is questionable.”
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“Smith’s model was effective in X prob-
lem, howeverinY...”

“The X benefit of Smith’s approach are

not applicable to Y...”
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Who will become your reviewer.
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“Journal editors
use your
references,
especially in
your
introduction, to
choose your

reviewers.”

“If you offend
the reviewer by
your references,
your paper and
many of your
future papers
will have no

place to go.”
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The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS)
The Modern Language Association (MLA)

Style Manual
The American Psychological Association

(APA) Style Manual

The American Medical Association (AMA)

Manual of Style
The Oxford Style Manual

The Council of Science Editors (CSE) Man-
ual for Authors, Editors, and Publishers
Seventh Edition

American Institute of Physics (AIP) style
American Chemical Society (ACS) style
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Our editors are
familiar with the
submission
guidelines and
the writing style
of your

academic

discipline.
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Active Voice Corrections

“Generally, | think you could improve the whole
paper by using more active voice sentences. It will
improve the flow and allow the reader to follow
your meaning.”

1st Reviewer, Journal of Hydrology
Original:

Modification of the model was made by Johnson
(2000) to reduce Color Breakup (CBU).

Modified:

Johnson (2007) modified the model to reduce
Color Breakup (CBU).

Original:

Statistical analysis is performed in this study on
the influences of CBU on display quality.

Modified:

This study statistically analyzes how CBU influ-
ences display quality.

Noun to verb change corrections

“It seems that many of your errors come from your
using nouns instead of verbs. This makes your
sentence longer because you need additional
“meaningless” verbs to complete your sentences.”
Associate Editor, Journal of Retailing

Original:

A recommendation of using iterative least squares
(ILS) as a simple method for analysis of censored
data was made by Williams (2007).

Modified:

Williams (2007) recommended using iterative least
squares (ILS) as a simple method for analyzing
censored data.

Original:

Improvement of the condition is achieved by varia-
tion of the control factors.

Modified:

Varying the control factors improves the condition.

Creating strong verbs

“Another suggestion for your paper is to find a
native editor to help you with your verb use. Strong
verbs move sentences. Helping verbs often con-
fuse the reader in your technical descriptions.”
Reviewer, Journal of Technology Management

Original:

Page 4

This article makes a comparison of several sce-

nario modeling sequences in order to ensure

market competitiveness.

Modified:

This article compares several scenario modeling
sequences to ensure market competitiveness.

Original:

“Strong verbs
move
sentences.
Helping verbs
often confuse
the reader in
your technical

The temperature is only a little affected by the

fluctuation of the output.

descriptions.”

Modified: -Reviewer
Fluctuating the output only slightly affects the
temperature.
Avoid starting sentences with the words, “It” and
“There.”
“Your sentences are too long, especially your
methods section! Try cutting them into individual
units of complete thought instead of stringing
together thoughts without stopping for breath.”
Reviewer, Journal of Water Resource Mngt.
1 (v)

O Redundancy S% 17%

m Verb Tense

0O Passive Voice Errors

[v)

0O Weak Verbs 1%

B Verb Agreement 13%

O Omitting comparisons 4%

B Clear Pronouns 4%

o"It" and "There" 79

B Noun Verb issues ° 16%

13%

Original:

It is vital that evaluation of the
control strategy be undertaken
by the section supervisor.

Modified:

Writing errors that cause “rejection” and “major
revision.” Sample taken from 64 reviewers and
editor's comments in the Electrical and Mechani-
cal Engineering field over a 3 year period. Individ-
ual author’s errors will differ.)

The section supervisor must evaluate the control

strategy.

Original:

It is necessary that discussions on the final con-
ditions be undertaken by both parties immedi-

ately.
Modified:

Both parties must discuss the final conditions

immediately.
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Use pronouns clearly (they, which, them, this, it, he,
she, etc.)

“Line 12 on page 3 of your paper is an example of
your ongoing problem using pronouns clearly. There
are at least 3 different nouns “it” could refer to. You
must make your pronoun references clear!” -3rd
Reviewer, IEEE Transactions on Advanced Packag-

ing
Original:

In most previous studies, they do not consider the
effect of Xon Y.

Modified:

Most previous studies do not consider the effect of
XonY.

Original:

The research manager organized the meeting and
the discussion was led by him.

Modified:

The research manager organized the meeting and
led the discussion.

Deleting redundancy and extra words (while main-
taining the author’'s meaning)

“The whole paper should be shorter. | am confident
that you could say everything you need to in 30%
less space.” - Reviewer, IEEE Journal of Engineer-
ing Management

Original:

It may be said that systems have the ability to incor-
porate types of equipment in order that the user is
in a position to interact with the system.

Modified:

Systems can incorporate equipment so that the
user can interact with the system.

Original:

It is the systems analyst who makes a determina-
tion of the questions as to the program should be
implemented.

Modified:

The systems analyst determines whether to imple-
ment the program.

Verb tense change within a sentence

“Your discussion section changes verb tense often.
Sometimes you change several times within a sen-
tence. It makes it difficult to understand what has
been done and what you are still planning to do” -
Reviewer, |IEEE Signal Processing Letters

Original:

The systems manager recorded the results and
then compiles an evaluation report.

Modified:

The systems manager recorded the results and
then compiled an evaluation report.

Original

An “operator” makes calls to the system, which
will then make calls to the responsible applica-
tion.

Modified

An “operator” makes calls to the system, which
then makes calls to the responsible application.

Omitting comparisons

“Line 20 of page 2 should read, ‘The finance
department focuses on profits more than their
department does.’” -1st Reviewer, Finance Re-
view

Original:

The finance department focuses on profits more
than their department.

Modified:

The finance department focuses on profits more
than their department does.

Original:

The method described in this study has a higher
efficiency.

Modified:

The method described in this study has a higher
efficiency than conventional methods.

Subject and verb agreement

“Read the submission guidelines! English should
be checked first! There are many basic errors
that should have been corrected throughout this
paper.” Reviewer, IEEE Transactions on Visuali-
zation and Computer Graphics

Original:

A number of modifications has been made in the
fabrication process in recent years.

Modified:

A number of modifications have been made in
the fabrication process in recent years.

Original:

The time along with varying temperatures are
important in producing injection-molded parts.

Modified:

The time along with varying temperatures is
important in producing injection-molded parts.

This is a quick review of the errors that cause
rejection. For more information go to:
www.editing.tw
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Reference to single investigations in the past: researchers as sentence subject:

Brooks (2008)

found that as levels of literacy and education of the population rise .............
showed that reducing X to 1900C decreased ...... (see figure 2) .
demonstrated that when the maximum temperature is exceeded .......

James et al. (2007) |

investigated the differential impact of formal and non-formal education on ......
analyzed the data from 72 countries and concluded that .......

reviewed the literature from the period and found little evidence for this claim.
interviewed 250 undergraduate students using semi-structured questionnaires.
studied the effects of Cytochrome P450 on unprotected nerve cells.
performed a similar series of experiments in the 1960s to show that ......

carried out a number of investigations into the ......
conducted a series of trials in which he mixed X with different quantities of ....
measured both components of the ......

labeled these subsets as .......

examined the flow of international students ......
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“Don’t forget to
remove your
name in the
document
property section
of your Word

file.”



Dear Researcher,

“As a technical writing teacher at NCTU, it has
always made me sad to see my student’s good
research rejected because of bad English. Many
students need an SCI or SSCI paper to complete
a PhD, and teachers need to publish to get pro-
moted.

To help my students | began to identify English
errors that caused Taiwanese researchers to be
rejected. | collected these from reviewers’ and
editors’ comments and my own observations of
Taiwanese writing. | edited student’s papers,
using academic language and knowledge of
Taiwanese writing errors. That started 5 years
ago.

Since then, we have edited thousands of papers

written by Taiwanese researchers. Demand for

editing has rapidly grown from one or two papers

a week to a daily stream of papers. Our old loyal
customers remain and we now have editors
specializing in a variety of academic specialties.

We have editors for Engineering, Medicine, Man-

agement, Life Sciences, Basic Sciences, Social
Sciences and Liberal Arts.

All of our editors have graduate degrees. Each
editor is responsible for a specific field of re-
search papers. This editorial focus allows them
to understand the underlying vocabulary and
theory behind your papers, and make correc-
tions, without changing your meaning,.

| am confident that you will benefit from working

with us. We carefully look at each completed
paper to ensure ongoing editing quality. We cur-
rently work with professors, PhD students, and
researchers, from 86 universities, colleges and

Visit us at www.editing.tw

numerous research organizations around
Taiwan. Many of the papers we have edited
have appeared in prestigious academic jour-
nals. Our system is secure and we will keep
your name and all of your research details
totally confidential.

Additionally, | have spoken at universities and
research institutes across Taiwan about tips
and strategies for technical writing. and
would be happy to speak at your school or
research center. Please go to www.editing.tw
for speech outlines. | look forward to meeting
you or reading your paper in the future.

Yours sincerely,

Steve Wallace

Director of Wallace Editing
Technical Writing Lecturer,
College of Engineering

National Chaio Tung University
Web: www.ece.nctu.edu.tw/office
Phone: 886-3-5795136

Fax:: 886-3-5795632

Email: steve@wallace.tw

stevewallace@ece.nctu.edu.tw
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You do great research

and let us worry about
the English.
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E-mail: editing@wallace.tw

Fax : 03-579-5632
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Comments about our
speeches

“wu

Great speech! | really
appreciated the comments
about common Taiwanese
writing errors. | know | was
making many of those

mistakes myself.” - % 3L
R

“1 liked all of the refer-
ences to editor and re-
viewer comments. | was
helpful to see what review-

ers think is important!” -7~
Fogpgigs

“The section of your
speech about creating
reviewer relationships will
be helpful in publishing my
paper.”
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“You really motivated me
to start writing again!
Thank you for the boost.”
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Invite a
speech about
academic
writing and
publishing at

your school



