Dear EABE Editors,
As I am discussing an issue below with Vitor, I would like to use the opportunity to share with you to poll your opinion.
We are already rejecting paper without review for papers that either out of scope, or of inferior quality. As we discussed, I normally serve as the first line of defense to reject, but occasionally these papers may leak to you without me paying enough attention, or, I may not be certain. To give the authors a chance, I may send the paper to you.
Here I would like to discuss a different type of paper. A paper can come from a creditable author, and seems to be a responsible work. Sometimes we know the author. However, some authors tend to publish more than others. Some authors created a method, and then start to solve different problems, 2-D, 3-D, solid, fluid, ..., and write 10 papers within 2-3 years. If you look at these papers, there is no citation, or no outside citation other than the authors themselves. The reason could be that time is too short for people to recognize the method. But this could also be the point. We should publish a paper or two, then pause, to see if anybody are interested in the method, either by citing it, or, best yet, by using the method. So rushing ahead and try to cover every angle before the world has a chance to digest the work, to prove the quality of the work, may not be good. (Having said that, I myself, and may be some of you, at different time of career, may be guilty and have somewhat practiced this, due to publication pressure.)
If this "mass production" behavior is too obvious, I have started the practice of rejecting the paper. But the reason for rejection is more difficult than the first two kinds mentioned above. Other times, the behavior is more subtle, and even more difficult to reject without review. (Having said that, the reviewers always have the right to say the above to reject the paper. It is that as editor, can we reject without letting the reviewers making such comment?)
The question I have is, should we discourage paper of this kind? If we do, how? One way to do it is, if I spot two related papers (I wouldn't say similar, because similar papers will be rejected) submitted to EABE too close to each other, I will send to the same reviewers. The reason is that these reviewers will be aware, and there is a likelihood that they will reject using the same reasoning as I had above. If the paper is sent to different reviewer, they will have no idea that there is another paper in the process.
If we want to do more, that is, reject by editor, it will be more difficult, and a stated policy may help, such as, it is the policy of the journal .....  Actually, I am not quite sure what that policy should be.
The above is just my thought, and I am not sure we have a solution to it. But if you have your thought, please feel free to share.
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Dear Alex,

The paper looks ok, it is an update on a previous paper (one of my assignments) EABE published last year, the truth is that I don't feel it particularly attractive (is too much of the same, lots of mathematics, not enough engineering) to take on this assignment. 

But I will do it if you can't find some other associate editor, I leave it up to you, ok?

With kind regards,

